Great Houses of the

Delaware Valley

Warren Williams AIA

Week 2
The First European Settlers to 1722



Issues

 What architectural biases were brought
to Pennsylvania by European settlers?

* What factors atfected the new settlers'
1deas about architecture?

 How did house design change when 1t
was adapted for city living?



Native American Settlement - 1639
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Lower Swedish Cabin — 1650

9 Creek Road, Drexel Hill, PA 19026
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Presidents who
were born or lived
1n a log cabin:

Andrew Jackson
Zachary Taylor
Millard Fillmore
James Buchanan
Abraham Lincoln

Ulysses Grant
James Garfield

William Henry Harrison
1840 Campaign



Every politician wants every voter
to believe he was born 1n a log
cabin he built himself.

Bob Strauss



Boelsen Cottage — ¢1680

2110 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Philadelphia PA 19131
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Vernacular Architecture

Made from materials available locally

Made using accessible construction
techniques & “rules of thumb”

Forms & techniques tend to change slowly
Emphasis on function over formal "rules”

Often becomes i1dentified with an
ethnic/geographic group

Decoration consistent with cultural identity

Maximum function for labor/economaic
Investment
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WILLIAM PENN 1644-1718

* (Converts to Quakerism in 1666

1682 Charles II grants
Pennsylvania and Delaware lands
to repay debt owed to Penn’s
father

* Proprietorship — virtual Penn
fiefdom

* Charter of Privileges 1701




FOUNDING PRINCIPLES

* Religious Freedom

« Peaceful Coexistence
¢ Self Government

e Social Participation

e Minimal Government Coercion




Philadelphia / Pennsylvania Population

1693 — 2100 (11,450)
1709 — 2464 (24,450)
1720 — 4883 (30,962)
1741 - 10,360 (85,637)

1767 — 22,814 (240,057)
1400 enslaved people owned by 20% of households
Overtakes Boston as Colonies’ largest city

1775 — 31,410 - Largest city in the colonies and among
largest in English speaking world

1790 — 42,520



THE HOLME MAPS

OF 1T HE PROVINCE OF PENNSILVANIA IN AMERICA.

Fac-simile of Holmes-map of the province of Pennsylvania : with the
names of the original purchasers from William Penn, begun in 1681.
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Portraiture of the City of Philadelphia in the
Province of Pennsylvania in America, 1683, Map
Free Library of Philadelphia



PENNSYLVANIA'S ADVANTAGES

 Late Founding

* Peaceful Indigenous Peoples

* Fertile Hinterland Connected by Rivers
 Moderate Growing Season

 Winter Kills Tropical Disease




PENNSYLVANIA'S DISADVANTAGES

 Major Port 1s Days Journey From Ocean
 Major Port Freezes in Winter

* Climate Similar to Mother Country — No
Obvious Export Crop
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Questions?



Wikimedia Commons David from Washington, DC
Jamestown House recreation

Early
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1680 Boston, MA

Paul Revere House —



Caleb Pusey House — 1683

15 Race St., Upland, PA
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Wyck — ¢1690 (1824)
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Ethnic Breakdown of Europeans Immigrants into
Port of Philadelphia,

Population
10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000

1710

o
& German, 646 (39%)
1 Scots, Scots Irish, 368 (22%)
I & English, 648 (39%)

¥ German, 2,956 (29%)
1 7 2 O ' Scots, Scots Irish, 3,000 (30%)
- & English, 4,122 (41%)

Scots,

1 7 30 German Speakers ;5::3 ;:sh‘_;_ English
| (18%) *

1 ’7 40 German Speakers Irish, Scots Irish . & English
),850 6,665 I 445

(24%) (2%)

1 7 50 serman Speaker: Irish, Scots Irish “ English
30,374 8,384 1,157

@21%) -

1 ’7 60 German Speakers Irish, Scots lrish “ English
8,058 11,336 1,976

(53%) . (9%)




Pennsylvania Ethnic Groups in
Early 18t Century

* 40% British Quakers and Non Quakers — most
1nitially settle near to Philadelphia and along the
Delaware

o 25%-33% Ethnic Dutch & Germans — Mixture of
Lutherans and smaller groups including
Mennonites and Dunkers - settle Germantown
and west & north of the City.

o 25%-33% Scots-Irish - Mostly Presbyterian.
Initially settle north and west of city but
Increasingly create frontier society on edge of
settlement including Cumberland Valley and
Western Pennsylvania




1707

Rittenhouse Homestead

PA

14,

1ladelphi

Ph

b

206—210 Lincoln Drive




Rittenhouse Homestead — 1707

206—210 Lincoln Drive, Philadelphia, PA







Historic Rittenhouse Town
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HABS




Living Room

HABS Living Room Exterior Door
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John Chads House — 1713

PA 100, Chadds Ford, PA
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John Milner Architects

John Milner Architects



HABS



First Floor East Room Fireplace
HABS

o I,
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HAGS o

HABS

First Floor West Room Fireplace




Questions?



Letitia Street House — 1713

Lansdowne Drive, West Fairmount Park, Philadelphia
Letitia Street & Black Horse Alley, Philadelphia,




Domestic Architecture Of The American

Colonies And Of The Early Republic
OSSN
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The Place des Vosges, Paris - 1605

Zairon: Wikimedia commons
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Residents of Elfreth’s Alley 1in
Mid 18t Century

John Brunstrom, Swedish, pewter worker, # 110
Daniel Trotter, Quaker, cabinet maker, #114

Copley Douglas, free black, tailor, #117

Jacob Cohen, Jewish, rabbi, #118

Jean Baptiste Landry, French "Acadian," tailor, #121
Moses Mordecai, Jewish, merchant, #124

originally a tavern at # 134

* “This 1s the best poor man’s country in the
world for the price of provision cheap and the
price of labour 1s dear.”

Letter from Alexander Thomson of Franklin County Pennsylvania - 1773
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Graeme Park — 1722

859 County Line Rd., Horsham, Montgomery County, PA
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Second Floor Bedroom




first floor, northeast room
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